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2 Gonda IT December 1916,
2 Dear Mi, Srsvasiava,

; 1 am glad 1o hear that you contemplate p ublrsh-
» g ¢ collechions of your humorous wriings
""5, Hind,
‘ I have read many of your compositions with great

pleasure and uterest. There s no doubt that you
Ppossess bwo rare fucultres, one a pronounced aift for
wil and humour and satire and the other equally
valuable a capacity for wrihng nalural dialogue,

‘ I wish you every suceess 1y your endeavour
2 io findalarge publc 1 appreciate your wishings,

Z am,
Yours S cerel

(34) B, P. Dewhurst
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FOREWORD.

~athpofoo—

Although requested by the Author, an old pupi!
of mine o write a foreword to this book, 1 feel it
neccessary to state that I am eminently unfitted for
the task. He who attempts to write an appreciation
of works of humour in a language not his own, must
have a very special knowledge of that language,
and then take his courage in both hands As my
knowledge of Indian vernaculars consists only i a
very superficial knowledge of Urdu, the only
possible apology I can put forword for introducing
here is that I have known Mr, Srivastava from the
4ime that he started to write, and thatI have al-
ways taken a deep interest in his work 1 addition
I flatter myself that I may perbaps be able to hint
to English readers what be has done and is attemp-
‘ting to do.

Mr, Srivastava has now been wnting for six
years, beginning with a translation into Hindi of
the late Romesh Chandra Datt's novel ‘The Lake
of Palms’ published in the ‘Stridarpan’ of Allahabad
in 1918, he has continued to produce a number of
sketches, 1 a burlesque vein, of contemporary
Indian hfe, Most of these aie domestic scenes,
others are character sketches and nearly all are
semi-dramatic in character. The numher of Hindi
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magazines in which these have been published’
shows popularity they have found: these magazines
represent all provinces of India :n which Hindi 1s
spoken. The ‘Indu’ of Benaras, the ‘Chitramayjagat’
of Poona, the ‘Maryada’ of Allahabad, the ‘Mano-
ranjan’ of Bihar, the ‘Nawjiwan’ of Central India
the ‘Hindi Sarvaswa’ of Malwa may he cited as
examples, In addition, a Bombay magazine has
translated some 1 to Gujrati and a Lahore maga-
zine has reproduced two sketches in Enghsh,

In January 1914 Mr, Srivastava published a
collection of these sketches in ‘Lambidarbi’, and
since the edition was sold out within eighteen
months a revised and enlarged edition is
contemplation,

The present work contains threeadaptations from
Moliere, Viz AR AR RN from ‘Le medecin
malgre I’ SItef 9§ from ‘L'amour medicis® and
gATE TR from ‘Le medicin volant’. Molt'ere indeed
may be said to have given the bent to Mr. Sn-
vastava’s work Moliere's manner, too in dealing
with character, his sprightly dialogue, and his
ridicule of the charlatans of his time, have left their
influence Models are essential to all young writers
and the choice of the French dramatist has been
singularly fortunate. Mr, Srivastava has introduced
a new attitude of looking at life, new to India at
least. and his study of Moli’ere has enabled him to-
put 3 new edge to his humour. Vet the matter 1s
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Indian enough, and Mr. Srivastava is an acute

observer, with a real talent for writing lively
dialogue,

The public which the author it primanly addre-
ssing, is the educated Hindi knowmng public of
Northern India, since it 1s evident that his humour
has made a wider appeal than even he can have anti-
cipated, it is fair to say that be writes for the whole
of young India. His readers are either young or just
entering npon middle age, the leaven of the western
thought 1s still working there,but conservative forces
are ghll strong Molvi Saheb still commands the res
pect of the older generation but is frequently merely
an object of mirth with the younger, It is a world
foll of enthusiasm reaching forward for the latest
and the newest,but held by ties which recede back-
ward in to the remote past, where the greatest
opposition to progress is often found in a man’s
own household, so that hitches in the relationship
between man and wife, mother and son are not in
frequent; where the educated child 1s often too
literally father to the uneducated man. And since
amoug the edncated classes tc-day the young far
outnumber the old, though there is doubtless much
watter for tears, some real distress, and a portion
of discontent, there is likewise considerable excite-
ment and inexhaustible stores of mirth, It 1s this
side of life which Mr, Srivastava emphasizes, and
his surely is no unworthy task, even if “Master
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Saheb’ and ‘Pandit)i’ do not share his amusement
for he comes with a tale to draw the student from
his book, the lawyer from his desk, the man of cli-
sure from his idling; and he has justly earned the
reward of all who have ever achieved this.

But it seems to me that the special value of Mr,
Srivastava’s work lies in thisthat in revealing what
the studen commumty laughs at he 1eveals more
of its true nature, 1ts thoughts and aspirations, than
all the books ( including some novels ) written by
foreigners. who can but hope to see the surface
than all the pamphletes writtea by indignant Indians
to counteract there superficial eirors and than all
the Jectures and addresses purporting to put for-
ward the true aims and ideals of India's young men.
For ideals may be visionary euthusiastic young
men and leaders may be mistaken or prejudiced
forexgners, however sympathetic, may be musled or
‘biassed but there can be little mistake about what
ocites to laughter and a great portion of young
India laughs with Mr, Srivastava.

But beneath this laughter there lies conscious
criticism, an attempt to sever the wheat from the
chaff in the congeres of ideas and modes which
confionts the thoughtful man to-day. The oriental
bas mingled with the occidental, the old with the
new, but the resulting whole 1s at present an un-
leavened mass, Sharp eriticism and earnest zeal
may do somewhat to weed out anomalies ; but
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laughter since it can go to the root of the matter
with less offence, is often more effective

In conclusion, it is frequently stated by critics
of widely opposite views that 2 western education
tends to produce the most baneful effects upon the
minds of young Indians, and that it indubitably
crumps originality The author of this work at
least has not so suffered ; on the contrary his west-
tern education has inspired hm to the aim, than
which surely none is nobler to enrich in so far as
he may his mother tongue, Hindi, The vernacular
of India are in sore need of imigoration. and this is
the aim not only of Mr, Srivastava but numbers of
other young writers who have gone gleaning in
western fields. No great pecuniary reward is likely

to fall to these pioneers, but surely they do not de-
-serve ill of their countrymen,

LUCKNOW,
December, 1916 C. J., Brown.
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When tender young virgins look pale and complain

You may send for a dozen great doctors in vain;
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All give their opinion and pocket their fees,
Each writes her a cure, though all miss her disease.
Powders drops,

Juleps,  slops,
A cargo of poison from physical shops,

Though they physic to death the unhappy poor maid,
‘What’s that to the doctor since he must be paid ?
Would you know how you may manage her right ?
Our doctor has brought you a nostrum to mght.
Never vary
Nor miscarry
if the lover be but the apothecary. ( Fielding )
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